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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this article is to present someltesfithe research “Appropriation of the PublialPia Mexicali,
Baja California”, consisting in the identificatiarf the use and appropriation of public parks in dhg of Mexicali, Baja
California, Mexico; stressing the importance ofstheplaces in life and memory of their inhabitaras, well as in
the construction of new memories of their own ahdheir families, replicated from generation to geation. For this
purpose, an inventory and through the direct oladEmv of the public parks of the recently creatabtidivisions, in the
formerly Ejido Puebla area were carried out, ad awelsemi-structured interviews with residents aadk users. As a

result of the above, different forms of social aggiation were found and even conflicts betweerdaems.
KEYWORDS: Public Park, Appropriators, Appropriation

INTRODUCTION

The urban public park (UPP), is a basic elemerthéequipment of the cities destined to the remeathis
means, for the leisure, the amusement or entert@inof the urban inhabitants in their spare timm.this reason, the UPP
is generally an open public space, accessibleppqdiwith infrastructure, facilities, services, g&gion and furniture in
such a way, it promotes its common or collective, @specially for neighbors to such facility, wiamdind in its suitable

scenery for interaction with others, for coexiseeand socialization.

In the daily life of the inhabitants of a growingy; such as Mexicali, Baja California, public parknd their
beneficial effect on the environment impact youegme as a platform for mechanisms that reduceecitinthis age group
by means of social actions and processes, sudteaptce appropriation. However, they are not tihe anes favored by
the park of our case study. There are a considerabhber of elders, who come and who have linkeit gxistence and

their memories to such places; thus building a spgpropriation process.

The park of our research is located in the citiekicali, Baja California, Mexico, that accordingthe Encuesta
intercensal 2015 conducted by the National Ingfitaf Statistics and Geography (INEGI) has 729,5@3abitants
(Planning Committee for State Development [COPLADH)17) and has approximately 300 public parks. iEsalting
proportion is: a public park for every 2,299 infahts and 1.23 square meters per person. Alsoawaifirm that these
figures evidence a problem that concerns everybpdyticularly in relation with two aspects: the servation and

creation of these parks, as well as their sociattion.

This study is focused on the relationship betwe®n dreation of public parks and their contributionthe
reduction of misdemeanors committed by young peivpln area of recent urbanization, approachingstwéal function

of these spaces, where different forms of apprépriaare distinguished.
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Function of the Public Space

For Hoffmann (quoted in Veldzquez, 2001: 17) “tHea of space is a ‘marked space’ or a ‘lived sphgethe
social groups that inhabit it and, by particulaciabpractices and relationships, they appropiiat@ake it their own and,
by doing this it becomes part of their cultural ggitarity; IE, their identity, that which differeaties them from the
‘others’.” Therefore, "the composition of publicag® as a result of social relations and its maavagtteristics comply the

aim of generating knowledge of the particular slo@ality of the city" (Chardon, 2011: 235-236).

On the other hand, "the real function, the mostdrtemt one, although it may be the most hidden,cthe to
develop space, is the complex function of formind dividing, in a new form, the overproduction otity. In this way
the park helps also to control daily life betted @neate new social relations among the inhabitafrtise city” (built-
in 1982: 168). The social character is denotedHeyactions carried out within this space, arounar ieven beyond it,

favoring the production of social relations ancmattions.

So, “the public space is an element representirg ciimmunity, because it is there the foundatiorthef
expression and social identification of diversiBepresentation transcends time and space in twa:way symbolic
appropriation of public space, which allows —frone tsymbolic charge of space-- to transcend loadlpnal and even
international conditions, and by symbolic constiatt where the public space is expressly designiga thve purpose of
representing the community and making it visibl€a(rion, 2003: 5). A way that works as an elem&mtnanage the

collective.

We understand appropriators as the subjects who take over and make their own the public park: an
appropriation process is required. It is a sociatigp process in which the subjects establish gertiwining of relations
with the physical space or the living space, cheraing the relationship between theory and rgadiong with the

construction of histories of natives and migragtsjng people and elders.
The Social Appropriation of Space

In its most basic meaning, the concept of apprtipriarefers to the action of "taking over somethibbg
someone” (Royal Spanish Academy), i.e., "Taking aitvimg for oneself, taking possession of somethimgén someone
else or nobody is the owner. In this sense, theogpjation of space involves a concrete fact, tkenaf a portion of the
terrestrial surface, physically or de facto, whbea subjects delimit and take for themselves reapgnty pertaining to
others, of everybody or nobody (Restrepo-Gomez\faretla-Cifuentes, 2017). De facto appropriatiomasmon in the

public space (for example, the appropriation e, federal zones, canals, etc., by street vendor

It is worth mentioning that the physical appropdatprocess of the public space does not emerggesily but is

given in a gradual and parallel way to what isexhbymbolic appropriation.
Symbolic Appropriation

The appropriation of space refers to appropriaiena cultural process related to another processatslity.
In the construction of social life, people recognis their own places, shared moments in commaespéat the same
time institutions delineate the desired social bé&lra in public spaces. These two processes coavbgge: the first place

that of sociability and that of appropriation, dieg patterns of symbolic appropriation.
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Cultural activities carried out in public spacestsas streets, squares and public parks througbagnspaces,
and social interactions comply with another funttithe management of authority; the crossing amoetgrogeneous
subjects in the public space. The encounter andefigectful exchange between different and unknpeaple are typical

situations of the modern urban experience.
Geographical Perspective

So, we observe that the appropriation process iseirsed in a “reconceptualization of space, as dyatoof
relationships, a complexity of networks, links, gfees, exchanges, both at a very intimate levati{sas a home) and
globally. Space is not simply the sum of the teri#ls, but a complex of relations (flows and bosdeerritories and

bonds). It implies that ‘a place’, a territocgnnot be something simple, closed and cohererdsédy, 2004: 78-79).

This means that the appropriation of open spagpauisof the globalizing process of the current camity, and
that the appropriation of the public space is egldb the identity processes since part of thisgss you identify yourself
with the other (otherness), with what the othersdoethe shared space. The common activities ifyeymiu with the group
as well as with space; then the cultural, symbal@nmunitarian appropriation of space, in particydablic space, a
socio-cultural process and therefore a processerkka the processes of sociability, dwelling, @xgerientiality and of

course these processes together give authentoity t

The appropriation of space-place in a global setisz#ch place is an open node of relationships,racudation, a
network of flows, influences, exchanges, etc., trad implies something else: identity. This medrat the specificity of
each place is the result of the different mixtufealb relations, practices, exchanges, etc., Whithrtwine within this

node and is also a product of the development tfi@sea result of this entanglement” (Massey, 20@3:

Individual appropriation "of those spaces origipatbnsecrated to the collective, which reveal irsistencies

between that which is projected and what is effectior between the planned and the inhabited place'
(Florencia-Girola, 2007: 140-141).

Appropriation of the public space "the approprigem refers to those members of the community tieét in
public spaces, their behavior in public space ahdirtrespect to the rules that regulate social raatéon”
(Florencia-Girola, 2007: 143). This author refepsthe practiced place. In this work, we understémd text as the

appropriate space, the appropriate space-place.

Conflicting Appropriation happens where individuas groups take distance from those expected betsvi
tending to harmonious coexistence in a public spaceording to the interviewed persons. Within ¢agegory of uncivil
uses and appropriations of space, it is espediallyto the negative effects attributed to theseipaats. The uncivil uses
of space extend to a variety of hostile behaviarspng which we can include throwing garbage throwgidows and

imposing quotas" (Florencia-Girola, 2007: 140, 145)

Other authors focus on "the study of space andadipauunderstood as experience, representatiorcepion, i.e.
as non-tangible realities. Manuel Baeza (2000 lmng&n) warns that, social imaginaries are the shamdof representing
space and time" (Lindén, 2007: 9).

The process of appropriation that produces theakawiaginary, in particular the social appropriatiof public

space generates social and urban imaginaries asaime time. Hence, the social appropriation of ghblic space
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generates social imaginaries originated by padicgitoups.
Ex Ejido Puebla Public Park Case Study
Methodological Proposal

The approach to the social appropriation of thelipytark was carried out in two phases: in thet fose, the
critical urban area (study area) was selectedntplkis a selection criterion two main aspects: tioex of crimes
committed by young people in the area and the idetded condition of the public parks in the ardédgly index,
deteriorated parks).

This was obtained by analyzing information from tmain sources:

First, according to the Municipal Institute of Rasgh and Planning (IMIP), in 2010-2011, the cityMéxicali
had 286 neighborhood gardens, 14 neighborhood park$aygrounds and 1 urban park, which, for theppse of this
work, they jointly represent 309 urban public padigtributed throughout the city, of which lessrthalf (46.5%) were in
good condition, and the rest (54.4%) was in a i@gai bad one.

Second, according to data from the Direccion deuBeéad Publica Municipal (DSSP) (Municipal Publiaféty
Directorate), it was identified that, in the cityMexicali, in 2012, 28,576 young people aged 128093% male and 7%
female) were arrested for committing some socifdrafe or minor offenses. Of the offenses commitiggoung people,
the most important are: spying on the interiorbi@fes or vehicles (32.5%), organizing groups oiggan public places
(7.9%), ingesting alcoholic beverages or toxic tamses (7.4%), missing consideration or respectpfsons, among

others that undermine public peace.

Based on the above, the study area located onotitbesastern side of the city of Mexicali was chodéfs a
recently expanded area of the urban spot on thaeidy Ejido Puebla (whose settlement was trappethbyoutgrowth

towards this zone) where, since 2003, large hous@wvglopments of social interest have been promoted

On the other hand, the second phase deals withtagiied methodological aspects divided in turnoirtvo
moments: At first, direct observation of the parkas carried out, by means of observational touréSrpublic parks
located in the study area, in order to know theadyics of each park and thus, to choose the parke omowded mainly
by young people and in better physical conditiohe Btate of the parks was recorded and classtii¢dd senses, firstly
its basic physical aspects (urban image) at theaglievel and, secondly, its constructed aspeetispgtomote socialization

as well as the different types of users (appropriit

Secondly, semi-structured interviews were carried with the young users (appropriators) and adjacen
neighbors of two of the parks observed with cotimgscharacteristics. This means, a new park iar@a with high index
of social crimes compared to an old park in an #netiwas previously rural and with a lower crinager this is with the
idea of identifying the use and appropriation, raiby young people of the city, as well as theimirities and
differences in both parks.

Study Zone

It is a formerly rural village with more than 80ays of age; it has approximately 15,000 inhabitants is one of

the towns with the greatest social backwardné&si¢nal Council for the Evaluation of Social Demgment Policy
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[CONEVAL], 2010) of the municipality of Mexicali, lich in turn is the border of the area known adevde Puebla, a
10-year-old zone, characterized by being inhabiitgd/oung couples the majority of whom work in thansformation

industry (maquiladoras or factories), besides baiigrants (less than 5 years in the city).
Study Subjects
» First: neighbors adjacent to the public park, z#kes between 53 years to 68 years.

» Secondly: young people from the southeast, usetseofelected parks, both sexes, between 11 aryeeé2 of
age, because group experiences, values, sociahttances or expectations will terminate the sqmateption

of public space.
The Premise or Assumption

It is possible to find a criminal appropriation sked from juvenile delinquent behavior. It can lmnsidered a
"factor generating affectation of the quality oban life in terms of wasted opportunities of theitery, loss of identity"
(Gonzalez, 2008); in other words, an inhibitor feé adequate appropriation of the public spacermateuanother view, an
institutional —strategy for the creation and proimotof its use. And there is the premise; the appation of public

spaces by young people to reduce violence in avhase this goal exists as a priority of governnprograms.

The information provided through these interviewes the compass in the review of the abovementigmechise
because the perception of the actions will dematesthe stimuli and sensations to satisfy the neédscreation, leisure,
culture, sport, recreation, among other thingshir community, whether individual as well as eative. From here a

symbolic thought takes place, which causes thecile to appropriate the space.

In the park of the Ex Ejido Puebla, according ® gurrent characteristics, there is a symbolic @pation
process, due to the sense of belonging, urban Isoigatity, place identity, attachment, space amwbpe bonding,
collective memory. It goes beyond the physical suppf activities and generates identification @es interaction
circuits, and urban symbolic space (recently). Ruippace as the center of social life, public sgfacgeople, collective
symbolism, identification of individuals with theéronment, integration and differentiation of gpsu(urban culture) and
urban patterns, process of building relationshafterity, conflict-integration relationship. Theake was observed during

observational tours, photographic memory and ingevs, in activities such as:

Recreation, chatting, sitting on the benches atmmaccompanied; flirting (young people), talking e public

phone, feast day of children (festivities), fanplgrties (pifiatas, barbacues).
» Recreation: children's games, flying kites, playtiradj, party child's day (festivities).
* Sports: soccer groups, basketball, fast footbaeball.
e Individual sport, walking, running, cycling, motgxde riding.
e Commercial activities inside the park and on thiewialk.
e Cultural activities: playing the guitar, dancing.

* Maintenance activities: watering can, gardeningrfpihg a tree), cleaning of sports grounds.
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» Political activities: partisan meetings.

» Citizen participation activities: neighbor commétse
» Urban mobility activities (bus stop).

» Leisure activities: reading.

* Soitis at the same time an inclusive public spawd an exclusive public space. A space of cotgiali a space

of conflict?

e The Ejido Puebla Park preserves the characterigfitise central parks despite the changes undergorecent

years.
The Park It's History
At first

Since | was born | was already here; not as ibis,rbut yes. In 1970, there was still no kiosk,sidewalks, nor
anything like that in 1978, 1979 In that time thdesvalks and kiosk appeared When the sidewalksaapgethe kiosk
came along with them It must have been 1980, atiomg ago And the closed street must have stant@®00, when they

began to close around for events like when thed ts®rganize dancing parties before

Well, | remember, there was nothing left but theasg... After that, they constructed the sidewalks Happened
in year 78 or 80, the sidewalks, the kiosk. Thesytktarted to plant more trees the esplanade vesedlfor events,
basketball courts, games it has been improving.altee benches were made after the sidewalks. €hehes must have
appeared in 2000

Mmm, since | remember, since | was born the betiehirees. | was about 15 years old. There wasspknade,
the church, everything and it all was the samenehie field. They did the courtyard until after &svmarried when they

did it, the children's games.

The park has changed a lot, they have just plahtiees, because it had nothing and the kioskswadler and later they
made it bigger then they put the benches and thedaThe courts were smaller, and then they masla thigger. They
put the fence, the lamps about 20 or 15 years ‘¥gs, they put new trees, because the salty pirteighiere it was
already there since | remember, since | was liittehas more than 50 years there, put a wall aromnthere laid

the sidewalks about 20 years ago or less

We planted everything, the grass they were finighire kiosk, they were finishing the court too, atidhat was
new. Now they put those big lamps, they are abieugesars old. The benches are about nine yearsold;that they sold

the lots of land, all the parceleros (small lanchers). donated them one out of two.

Well, almost the same, they have not done anythihgre were the swings and kiosks they have donglite,
it is very little what they have done. They have Ioeen concerned for so many years, the childganises are not so old,
they must be about 10 years old, | think. The kissklder, but it is even worse. The were some iiggefabout 20 years
ago, | believe, they were having dances, and #ftsr, no more dances ("M" is actually referredhi® park). Yes, when |

was a kid, | used to go to the dancing parties.
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"More games, there is grass, but before there wagrasss, just the benches the kiosk just changeddlor, the

bathrooms were there too some 7 years ago thescolor

The fast football field was made of soil, and nds/floor, and the wood was all destroyed and ndsvhitilt
again. The basketball court was there, but it whslestroyed, too. The fence was in good statey weell, and the

basketball court was also completely destroyed
My park... —the Appropriation

When they are on vacation, yes, because thereas@dike that, the boys at night are playing there sit on the

pews and they are playing there on the swings

Because | like it, because it is inside all thesfyetrees, and the person who is here keeps ihchea because it is
quieter than other parks, it is calmer. The oninghis that if it is open outdoors anybody can cansde. More than
anything, the child (grandchild) uses more the aeehis son commented: and the swing that is attiag turns around)

also the park | could occupy some palapitas (a &fremall huts) there are more places to stay in.

That it is a big place. | think it is beautiful lzse, most parks are no like this one, with trewsst are just like
one of bear soil, as well as those in Valle de Ryedmme so ugly, and others that | like, some @&hataround my house.
There, in the Valley of Puebla, there are two, on¥illas del Roble, is in the entrance, and anothee a little farther,

right there Well yes, this is also big and it atss courts, and also has a lot of grass.

I was told that many people come here for a hdirdoufact we are three hairdresser stylists hadkwe cut hair

and yes, we can satisfy the demand, sometimesitbe of us are full time busy. There is work fa three of us.
It's my favorite park, this one

| could say that this is my favorite one, becaude the one where | come to play more often. Yisthe one

where | play more
RESULTS
» The following types of appropriation are distindwésl according to their characteristics:
e Youth appropriation related to sports and recreafiactivities.
e Male appropriation in the neighborhood (older agjult
e Commercial appropriation within and in its envirogmh (street market).
Conflict between Forms of Appropriation

In the Ex Ejido Puebla park, which has been interise for over fifty years, the commercial actiiputdoors
market) has been intensified in the last ten yewsith, a constant and diverse influx of its apprafwis and activities, such

as: sports, recreation and leisure activities. idiously, buying and selling products, among ather
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DISCUSSIONS

In the use and appropriation of the public parkva$i as other public spaces, it is almost imposstbl limit or
delimit only those actions aimed at fulfilling theiocial function; nevertheless, most appropriatiaere found positive
for the studied urban public park (UPP), "therefdrem the origin of the public space and of thgaleelements that
characterize it, the concept can be defined asthosas or zones that motivate a collective apfaign by the general

interest sorrounding its access, maintenance gograent" (Restrepo Gomez and Varela Cifuentes, 208Y.

The different forms and stages of the process afiapappropriation of UPPs converge, due in finstance to
the time of construction, the characteristics oé thopulation and the geographical location of theaw narea
(Fraccionamiento Valle de Puebla), in contrashtodld zone (Ex Ejido Puebla); as well as the mead urbanization in
both zones, since the studied UPPs are locategh@ripheral urban area that were previously pathefMexicali Valley;
i.e., the zoning suffered a transformation fromatiuo an urban one, mainly focused on the sociattfan of the public

park and its long-term consequences.

The public park is a primordial space in the citieat encourages the urban dynamics in a positag while
sparing free time, and in this particular casepileghe extreme climate of the city, its transfatimn and the incidence of
crimes, parks are in good use and comply with tdwatizing function and also beautify the city. [Etions which should
be pursued as objectives when building a UPP; & feand that UPP is a factor that helps to redugerjile delinquency

by focusing young people on the defense of thehtwichood, as with gangs, but with positive onethis case.
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